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CLAYDON,  Albert  Gladstone   

              

Air Mechanic 1, 647896 
35 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Sunday, 10th November 1918  

Cause of Death: Illness  
Memorial: Haverhill Cemetery 
Aged 32 years 

 
Albert Gladstone Claydon was born in Haverhill in 1886 the youngest child of 
Charles and Eliza Claydon.  The Claydon family had long associations with Haverhill 
and the surrounding area, particularly in the weaving and textile industries. 
 
Albert's grandfather Thomas was a silk weaver and he and his wife Emily brought up 
their nine children at their home in the High Street.  The children all followed in their 
father’s footsteps working with silk: as weavers, winders or, like their sixth child 
Charles, Albert's father, as a silk factory hand. 
 
On the 5th March 1875 Charles married local girl Eliza Page and set up home at 10 
Eden Road, where their four children, Charles, Ada, Grace and Albert were born.  By 
1901 Charles and his family were living at 124 Withersfield Road and Albert, then 15-
years old, was employed as a cycle maker.  
 
In 1904 the family had established a 
cycle agents business which by 1908 
was advertised as C. Claydon & Co., 
Gun, Cycle & Motor Works, 
incorporating Websters, it seems, who 
had been gun & cycle makers at 67 
High Street and where Albert learnt his 
trade perhaps.  Father and son worked 
together in the successful family shop 
at 49 High Street where Albert’s 
mechanical skills would have been 
appreciated by many.  Albert married 
local girl Ethel Pask in 1913 and they 
set up home at Sturmer. 

Charles, perhaps, outside their shop 
 
In October 1914 Albert enlisted and 
became a 1st Class Air Mechanic in 
the newly formed 35 Squadron which 
was formed at Thetford in 1916 as a 
reconnaissance squadron flying 
Armstrong-Whitworth FK8s. The 
squadron was attached to the 3rd 
Army H.Q.  FK8s were a two seater 
reconnaissance bomber.  
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After the formation of the Royal Air Force on 1st April, 1918, they were equipped with 
Bristol Fighters.  
 
Albert went on to serve in the Royal Flying Corps for some 20 months and saw action 
in France.  The squadron's primary role had been one of reconnaissance ahead of 
the Cavalry Corps.  However, during the spring of 1918 the squadron were deployed 
in halting the German advance and it was then that Albert experienced a number of 
narrow escapes. 
 
At the beginning of November 1918, as Germany was seeking an early armistice, 
Albert was granted a well deserved 14 day leave.  He returned home at a time when 
Haverhill and the surrounding areas were gripped by a major influenza epidemic.  
Almost immediately Albert showed signs of illness, dying shortly afterwards on 
Sunday 10 November 1918.   

 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 16th November 1918 reported: 

 
Death of Air Mechanic A.Claydon - The 
epidemic was responsible for another 
sad death during the weekend. The 
victim this time was 1st Air Mechanic 
Albert Claydon, of the R.F.C, who was 
32 years of age. He joined up some 
twenty months ago, and for the past 
twelve months had served in France, 
where he had experienced a number 
of very narrow escapes. On Sunday 
week he arrived home for fourteen 
days leave. Almost immediately he 
showed signs of illness and took to 

bed from which he never rose again, death occurring about three o'clock on Sunday 
afternoon. Deceased was well known in the town and neighbourhood, as prior to 
joining up he was his father's chief assistant on the carrying on of an extensive cycle 
business. He leaves a widow." 
 
Albert was buried in Haverhill Cemetery. 
After the deaths of his parents his name was 
inscribed on the family headstone. 
 
Albert is also remembered on the memorial 
in the West End Congregational church that 
he attended.  
 
 


